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On the politics of the Russian Federation in relation to addressing the South East 

 

Experts report that on the back of his visit to China, Putin decided to "soft surrender" 

South-East of Ukraine in exchange for an agreement with the leadership of Germany 

and representatives of Poroshenko on the transit gas to Europe, and a commitment 

by Ukraine to pay its gas debt.  

 

Notable in this respect are some of the efforts made in this direction by Putin proxies in 

Russia’s shadow policy on Ukraine. First, "emissaries" of the former head of the 

presidential administration of Pres. Kuchma, V. Medvedchuk (who is also a close friend 

of Pres. Putin and represents his personal interests in Ukraine) organized talks with 

Poroshenko on the terms on which Russia would deny further support to the separatist 

movement in the south-east of Ukraine. According to experts, to create favorable 

conditions for such negotiations, the Russian side has made a number of "conciliatary 

gestures”. On March 19th all accounts of the Roshen corporation in Russian banks had 

been arrested, and as a result the production of confectionary in the Lipetzk plants was 

suspended, and so was the construction works for the third plant in the Lipetzk region. 

However, a month later the work of these plants was resumed, without any public attention 

being drawn to the fact. 

 

Under these agreements, representatives of Poroshenko agreed to provide a safe corridor 

for the exit of mobile groups of the resistance forces, involving Russian citizens,  back into 

Russia; in particular, the group of Igor Strelkov and some others. However, according to 

experts, Poroshenko in reality is not going to fulfill these promises; moreover that 

now he will personally benefit from a quickly and efficient completion of the  ATO.  

Such completion, according to experts, involves the speedy resolution of two problems. 

First, the elimination of the leaders of the uprising (primarily Igor Strelkov) from which he 

can make a major media event, and present it as a huge success; and thereby provide a 

pretext for the termination of the ATO.  

 



Secondly, another important objective for Poroshenko is to eliminate the maximum 

number of militants from the self-defense of the Maidan and "Right Sector", who must 

die "at the mill of war", i.e. at the hands of resistance forces of Donbass. Barring 

this, these forces can be used for the next Maidan and for the attempted change of 

leadership in the autumn of this year, when we expected a catastrophic deterioration of the 

economic situation in Ukraine.  

 

In this context, the experts highlight Tymoshenko’s current change of strategy. According 

to them, now she has decided not to provoke the maidan to the streets to protests against 

the rigging of the presidential elections (with the possible exception of pointing out 

problematic issues with the vote counting, which can later emphasized more vocally). At 

the moment, Tymoshenko decided to bet on the maximum curtailing of the powers of the 

president of Ukraine, seeking a return to the Constitution in the 2004 version, where a key 

role in the country will be played by a leading parliamentary coalition, into which 

Tymoshenko intends to convert her party "Fatherland" together with the the remnants 

from the "Party of Regions". This will allow her to carry through the Verkhovna Rada the 

necessary laws that will put the president in complete dependence on her interests. In this 

perspective, raising the Maidan to the streets is postponed to be used as the most powerful 

tool in the fall, when against the background of a possible worsening socio-economic 

situation in the country, with his help she can try to take down the new president.  

 

At the same time, according to experts, at the request of Putin, V. Medvedchuk together 

with the Verkhovna Rada MP N. Shufrych, held talks with Rinat Akhmetov. Their goal 

was to appease the oligarch, letting him understand that Russia will gently "slide down" its 

support for the uprising in the south-east of the country, and is ready to support his efforts 

to split the resistance forces, including through the formation of political projects that 

would formally represent DNR and LNR, but really would have the aim of reaching 

political agreements with Poroshenko. To the same goal, experts say, was devoted a 

secret closed meeting which the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Germany, VF Steinmeier 

held with R. Akhmetov in the framework of his recent visit to Ukraine.  

 

In addition, according to experts, under the new policy of the President of the Russian 

Federation regarding the problems in south eastern Ukraine, a new project proposed by 

the curator of the shadow policy on Ukrainian at the Presidence Administration V. Surkov 



- namely the creation of socio-political association "Popular Front". A congress of people's 

representatives of the eight regions of the south-east of Ukraine, at which the formation of 

the movement was announced, indeed took place on May 24 in Donetsk, and it included 

active participation by all Russian "political technology entities", originally associated 

with Akhmetov’s project to build DNR, namely LNR’s leader Bolotov, the speaker of the 

parliament of DNR D. Pushilin, and the Verkhovna Rada MP O. Tsarev. 

 

The purpose of this project is to split the Resistance forces, move the subject of separatism 

purely onto a political plane and create an institution with which Poroshenko could start 

negotiations without "losing face" and without direct contact with "terrorists." At the same 

time the Russian Federation would receive a political entity with which it could put pressure 

on the Ukrainian authorities, and block political choices unwanted by Russia (such as 

Ukraine's accession to NATO, problems with the payment for gas, and the attempted 

nationalization of Russian assets in Ukraine). In this regard, emphasis will be on the 

conversion of this new movement into a party, and its participation in the parliamentary 

elections that are expected to be held this autumn. 

 

However, according to experts, this plan is unlikely to succeed, as it flatly contradicts the 

interests of a number of elite groups in the U.S. and the Obama administration. Their 

interests do not include peace in Ukraine, let alone reconciliation between Russia and 

European countries (they need, on the contrary, a final and irrevocable dissolution of their 

relationship). Experts point out that the U.S. has already prepared a new package of 

sanctions for the "wrong response" and alleged RF interference in Ukraine's presidential 

election. These sanctions have a very powerful lobby, and it intends to seek their adoption 

under any pretext. Therefore, a reason will be created anyway. That is why the U.S. State 

Department demonsrated a painful reaction to the decision of Putin to withdraw Russian 

troops from the border with Ukraine (since it deprived the U.S. of possible provocation to 

arrange and implement plans for the "invasion" of the Russian Federation on the territory 

of Ukraine).  

 

 


